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NBC's Tim Russert looks at the results of a snap opinion poll taken just after Secretary of State Colin

Powell's February 5, 2003 address before the United Nations Security Council.  During the speech, Powell

made the case for going to war with Iraq, including offering evidence -- now considered inaccurate -- that

the Iraqi government possessed weapons of mass destruction (WMD's). 
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Let's start with the President's overall approval numbers. George W. Bush, when it comes to job approval,

61 percent approve; 31 percent disapprove; 8 percent not sure. His approval rating is up from last month.

Why do you think that's the case, Tim? 

TIM RUSSERT, reporting: 

About seven points, Katie. I think it's largely attributed to the State of the Union address where the

President began to lay out the--the case for the war. And also I think yesterday Colin Powell's

presentation. It has begun to reinforce and solidify the President's standing on the war. But this is a multi-

hurdle track the President's on. He has jumped over two. I believe there are two or three more to go before

we actually commit to invasion of Iraq. 

COURIC: When you--when you say two to--two or three to go, what do you mean by that, Tim? 

RUSSERT: Well, a week from tomorrow, Hans Blix will return from Baghdad and make another report to

the United Nations. I think that's a critical time. If he comes back and says, `I'm sorry to report Saddam

Hussein is still not cooperating,' you can almost hear George Bush in the White House saying, `Strike

two.' There'll probably be an attempt to have Hans Blix go back to Iraq or at least have one final

negotiation, but it's a slow but actually disciplined march, Katie, to the end of the month, early March,

where if Saddam Hussein is not cooperating by the Ides of March, a very, very strong likelihood of

military action. 

COURIC: Tim, let's turn again--well, actually, stay on Iraq, because the poll asked, `Do you think that the

US should or should not take military action to remove Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq?' Of course,

in part of the process that you just mentioned. Sixty percent said yes, 27 no, 13 not sure. That's nearly--

nearly two thirds of those surveyed saying yes, which is a slight uptick from last month, when 56 percent

said the US military should take action against Saddam. So, clearly, they're making some headway,

although it's pretty small at this juncture, right? 

RUSSERT: It is headway. Recall in 1991, before President Bush, former President Bush went into the

Middle--the Persian Gulf to repel Saddam Hussein from Kuwait, those numbers were around 74 or 75

percent of the American people supporting the effort. And I believe this President Bush would obviously

like to have the country more united than it is now. But the fact is, about a quarter of the people are

opposed. That's not a bad margin. It's not a perfect one. And there are still several weeks to go for the

President to make his case if he's going to further unify the country behind a military effort. 

COURIC: When it comes to the question, `Was Powell's case against Iraq convincing' yesterday at the

UN, 66 percent said yes. Only 11 percent said no. Obviously, the Secretary convinced Americans, or the

ones that responded to this survey, that--that Iraq is a threat. And if you break down his presentation of the

evidence, point-by-point, what is the most striking thing to you about how Americans are responding? 

RUSSERT: Katie, that's a very important number you've cited, because Colin Powell is by far the

President's best messenger for war. Kind of ironic because he's probably been the one person in the war

cabinet who's been urging the go to Congress, go to the UN, go slow. His presentation yesterday, using

the intercepts, using the satellite footage, using the commentary from the inspectors, and using also

defectors' eyewitness accounts, as a package, built a circumstantial case, particularly the references to

biological weapons. 
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COURIC: Mm-hmm. 

RUSSERT: That really does strike fear in the hearts of Americans and people throughout the world

because of how deadly they are. But the case is not over. Further in our poll, people still want the United

Nations to sanction this effort, and they still believe, by a very narrow—narrow margin, 49-48, that the

President and the Administration has made the case. There's still a lot more work to be done in terms of

communicating with the American people. Not just sending an army, but bringing an entire country to

war. 

COURIC: And also when it comes to the--the Bush Administration explaining the risks of war, the

question was, `Has Bush Admini--has the Bush Administration explained the risks of war with Iraq?' Yes,

49 percent; no, 46 percent. If you listen to Joe Biden, he says many Americans are not informed about the

risks, the costs, the long-term commitment possibly by occupying troops to implement an ascent

democracy in Iraq. Do you think there is much more work to be done in that area? 

RUSSERT: The answer's yes. The military operation, everyone I've spoken to, believes in a matter of days

we could encircle Baghdad and that Saddam would fall, probably due to lack of communication, being

isolated. He may try to hunker down for a while. But what happens post-Saddam? How do the Iraqi

people react? Who helps stabilize that country? 

COURIC: And how much is this going to cost? 

RUSSERT: Well, the estimates have been, initial effort, between 60 and 70 billion and then eight to $10

billion per year. There are a lot of risks, a lot of concerns. No one really knows the answers, even pro--the

proponents or opponents of the war. But we have to put them on the table and talk about them. That will

be done in the next three weeks. 

COURIC: All right, Tim Russert in Washington. Tim, thanks so much. 
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Bush's Approval Rating High Before 1991 State of the Union
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=3240

President George H.W. Bush has the highest approval ratings
in history ahead of his 1991 State of the Union Address, a
result of his handling of the Persian Gulf War.  This video
includes a live interview with Republican strategist Roger
Ailes and Democratic strategist Robert Squier. The poll does
note that more than 60% of Americans worry about the U.S.
economy.

Polls Show President George W. Bush Losing Support on Iraq
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=3212

An NBC News / Wall Street Journal Poll finds President
George W. Bush's approval rating at 34% percent, just a
month after the 2006 midterm elections. The Iraq war is the
overwhelming reason for his low ratings.  NBC's Tim Russert
discusses the poll and what it will mean for the president.
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Will Lewinsky Scandal Tarnish Clinton Legacy?
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=3182

Charlie Cook, a political analyst for the National Journal,
discusses approval ratings for President Bill Clinton.  In spite
of the Monica Lewinsky scandal, nearly 70% of Americans
approve of the job the president is doing.

Bush's Approval Numbers Up Since Iraq War Began
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=3249

A recent NBC News poll shows President George W. Bush
maintaining his approval rating even after some bad news in
Iraq. The poll indicates people understand the risks involved
in Iraq and reflects how Americans tend to rally around the
president in times of war.
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