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Transcript

Author David McCullough Discusses the Battle of Brooklyn

BRIAN WILLIAMS (anchor): Our nightly journal concerns a new book in bookstores starting today. It's
the work of an author who has aready taught so much history to so many Americans. He's about to do it
again. Itisastory about how close the American Revolution and its leader George Washington came to
total failure wereit not for anear military miracle where aNew Y ork landmark stands today. He may be
the only man alive who is able to climb to the top of the Brooklyn Bridge and make 230 years completely
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disappear. Do you redlly have the ability to look at Brooklyn Heights and not see elevated expressways
and apartment buildings?

DAVID MCCULLOUGH (author, 1776): | do, yes, because | am so marinated in what it was like then.
Y ou get to the point where you can almost can make the jump into that other time.

WILLIAMS:. David McCullough wrote the book on the Brooklyn Bridge along with seven others
including Truman and John Adams, both Pulitzer winners. His newest is the story of the pivotal year
1776. And the Revolution that would have ended in Brooklyn if it were not for afog bank that alowed
George Washington’ s troops to retreat across the river to Manhattan.

McCULLOUGH: | think it would have been al over if the British had stopped that retreat, | think that
would have ended of it.

WILLIAMS:. Our second stop, the highest point in Brooklyn, which is today Greenwood Cemetery, home
of one of New Y ork’s great geographic secrets. The lady atop this memorial to the solders of 1776 is
looking right into the eyes of another lady all the way across the harbor.

McCULLOUGH: Thiswasall thick forest. Thiswas dense woods and you can see how high up we are.
So this was almost wilderness mountain fighting right nearby our great city.

WILLIAMS: And not far away the 148 foot high tower visible from Manhattan, marks the crypt the
contains the remains of 10,000 POWs on the U.S. side who died on board British prison shipsin New

Y ork Harbor.

McCULLOUGH: And they died from disease, they died from starvation. It was one of the worst
atrocitiesimaginable. And they would be buried by prisoner burial parties in the sand along the shore.
And for years the bones and remains were washing up.

WILLIAMS: Back in 1908 20,000 people showed up for the dedication. The fact that today’ s visitors to
this park are more dedicated to basketball worries thislover of U.S. history and landmarks.
McCULLOUGH: | believe that when someone is writing history or studying history we ought to go to the
places where events took place. We should take our children and our grandchildren there. Don’t wait for
the school trip to answer that need. We need to embrace the past as part of the present and part of the
ground we walk on.

WILLIAMS: And back on the great bridge there was this scene: School children on an outing assigned
to draw what they saw.

McCULLOUGH: Where are you from?

WILLIAMS:. They didn’t know who the nice man was with a head of white hair. But thanks to one
sharp-eyed dad with a sharp pencil, one lucky child’s masterpiece is now signed by an American master.
David McCullough, one of America s great and most prolific writerswho isjust as prolificin life.
Married 50 years, father of 5, grandfather of 17, and for him family is a source of more pride than any
book he's ever written.

Related Cue Cards

Page 2 of 3



History of Fort Ticonderoga 1
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Fort Ticonderoga plays an important role in the American
Revolution. From the outbreak of the war, when it is captured
by American soldiers, the fort holds a strategic significance
during the conflict.

French Celebrate the Fourth of Jul
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The French celebrate the Fourth of July and remember the
support France gave America during the War of
Independence. Marquis de La Fayette and Comte de
Rochambeau were among the French heroes who fought for
the Americans.
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The Battle of Y orktown isthe major battle that brings an end
to the Revolutionary War and gives the United States its
independence from Britain. The battle is reenacted in honor of
the bicentennial celebration.
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At Bunker Hill, American soldiers make a brave stand against
the British troops in the first major battle of the new
Continental Army.
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