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By 2007, 140,000 tourists visit the Galapagos | slands each year, bringing in population, pollution and
trash; a quarter of island plants and half its wildlife species are now endangered, says the UN.
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Transcript

Tourists vs. Tortoises: Visitors Threaten Galapagos Islands

AMY ROBACH, anchor:

Finally tonight, our series OUR PLANET and new concerns about a natural paradise in the Pacific. Lying
600 miles off the coast of Ecuador, the Galapagos Islands are known as one of the world's last great
places. Almost completely protected as anational park and marine reserve, the islands are home to some
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of the world's most exotic creatures and plants. But today, devel opment presents a serious threat, putting
nature's beauty at risk. Here's NBC's Peter Alexander.

PETER ALEXANDER reporting:

The Galapagos I slands are celebrated both for their wild beauty and unique creatures. Thisliving
laboratory inspired Charles Darwin's theory of evolution. Ninety-five percent of plant and animal life still
existsasit did in Darwin'sday. Dr. Graham Watkins, head of the Charles Darwin Foundation, says
everyone has a stake in preserving nature here.

Dr. GRAHAM WATKINS: If you care that something as beautiful asthe Mona Lisa exists, then you
should care equally about a place like Gal apagos.

ALEXANDER: But just this summer the United Nations officially declared the Galapagos Islands at risk.
A quarter of the plants that live here and nowhere else in the world are now considered endangered, as
well as half of the wildlife. The greatest threat, humans; 140,000 tourists visited last year. Experts warn, at
this pace, 400,000 will visit every year by 2021. Local environmentalists and hotel owner Juan Diego
Dominguez worries about the fast pace of development.

Mr. JUAN DIEGO DOMINGUEZ: It took the nature six million yearsto be asit istoday, and we are
destroying it in less than 50 years.

ALEXANDER: Thelocal population, now 30,000 people, has skyrocketed over the last two decades. And
with humans comes waste. Ten thousand bags of trash pile up each week on thisisland alone. Dominguez
Is promoting eco-friendly tourism on land.

At sea, long-time fishermen Banigno Medena and Julio Camez have found a new way to make money by
hosting tourist day trips. In the process, they're helping reduce the total number of fish caught. Private
organizations are reclaiming farmland. Thisis now atourist habitat. And the local government isjoining
the effort, cracking down on illegal immigration and promoting recycling. The conservationists see the
Galapagos as amodel for the planet.

Dr. WATKINS: Thisisbasically the land of opportunity. Thisisthe placeto doit, if you can do it. And if
you can't...

ALEXANDER: If you can't do it here...

Dr. WATKINS: If you can't do it here, you can't do it anywhere else in the world.

ALEXANDER: For now the challenge remains finding a delicate balance between tortoises and tourists.
Peter Alexander, NBC News, Galapagos Islands, Ecuador.
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In Costa Ricain 2008, an effort to reforest the country --
home to 5 percent of the world's biodiversity -- is a success:
forests now cover half the country; 20 years ago, trees covered
only 21 percent.
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John Muir, who knew the wilderness as few men ever have,
leads a battle to save the Y osemite Valley from greedy men
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set aside the area as a scenic reserve.
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Floridareal estate developer Bobby Ginn voluntarily halts his
plans for a housing development and sets aside 120 acres near
Port Saint Lucie as a nature preserve after finding a family of
bald eagles.
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Students at Earth University in Costa Rica make a banana
plantation into amodel of sustainable agriculture and "green”
economic development, recycling materials and avoiding
chemicals.
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