
 

 

General Information

 

Description

This 1958 Universal newsreel uses Dept. of Defense video to report on the USS Skate, a nuclear

submarine that is the first sub to surface through the arctic winter ice, 25 feet thick, at the North Pole. 
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Transcript

1958 Newsreel: USS Skate, Nuclear Sub, Is First to Surface at North Pole 

ED HERLIHY, reporting: 

USS Skate heads north on another epic cruise into the strange underseas realm first opened up by our

nuclear submarines. Last year, the Skate and her sister-sub Nautilus both cruised under the Arctic ice to

the Pole. Then, conditions were most favorable. The Skate’s job is to see if it can be done when the Arctic

winter is at its worst, with high winds pushing the floes into motion and the ice as thick as twenty-five
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feet. 

Ten times she is able to surface. Once, at the North Pole, where crewmen performed a mission of

sentiment, scattering the ashes of polar explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins. In 1931, he was the first to attempt a

submarine cruise to the Pole. Now, the Skate’s twelve-day three thousand mile voyage under the ice,

shown in Defense Department films, demonstrates that missile-carrying nuclear subs could lurk under the

Polar Ice Cap, safe from attack, to emerge at will, and fire off H-bomb missiles to any target on Earth. 

A powerful, retaliatory weapon for America’s defense. 
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High Tech Truck Collects Emissions Data from Passing Cars
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=46711

A Mobile Emissions Detecting Unit uses sensors to collect
vehicle emissions data--and license plate numbers--from
passing cars on heavily-trafficked roadways near the
Chesapeake Bay in Virginia.

Students "Step It Up" to Fight Effects of Climate Change
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=3916

In 2007, Middlebury College students organize a national Step
It Up event, encouraging high school students to design
projects that can help fight effects of global warming.

'09 Study: Arctic Temperatures Warmest in 2000 Years
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=46537

A study published in the journal Science in September of
2009 reports Arctic temperatures are the warmest in 2000
years, and should be colder than usual because Earth's orbit is
changing sunlight received.

Robert Peary First to Reach North Pole...Or Was He?
http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/chapter/?cuecard=41754

Admiral Robert Peary's long-time claim to be the first person
to reach the North Pole, in 1909, is questioned in 1988 after
sextant readings in Peary's own notes show he was 121 miles
off.
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